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techniques. Most ofthe data are almost certainly available elsewhere in the literature.
Nevertheless, for serious students not fortunate enough to have attended the
handsome reception rooms of the Ciba Foundation on Portland Place, this volume
will be of definite interest.
JEFFREY L. NOEBELS
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
GASTROINTESTINAL TRACT CANCER. Edited by M. Lipkin and R.A. Good. New York,
Plenum Publishing Corp., 1978. 602 pp. $37.50.
Gastrointestinal Tract Cancer, edited by Martin Lipkin and Robert Good, is a
valuable addition to the medical and surgical literature. Individual chapters are
contributed by distinguished scientists and clinicians who, with the editors, are to be
congratulated on the clarity of presentation and consistency of literary style of the
volume as a whole. Figures, tables, and graphs are illustrative and appropriate
throughout and the bibliographies are superb.
Early chapters discuss cellular organization and immunology of the GI tract. The
experimental basis for our contemporary understanding of these principles is
thoroughly discussed and extensively referenced. With this background, subsequent
chapters dealing with immunologic phenomena and cancer are extremely informa-
tive. Of great interest is the chapter on atrophic gastritis, pernicious anemia, and
malignancy; immunologic investigation of patients with these disorders is beginning
to clarify etiology and natural history of this confusing group ofclinical problems. A
chapter on Alpha Chain disease describes its origins as an aberrant immune response
to environmental antigen and supports the current theory that early treatment with
antibiotics may prevent transformation of the hyperplastic process to the late
neoplastic form identified as Mediterranean lymphoma.
Several chapters deal exhaustively with epidemiologic aspects ofGI cancer. A large
proportion of the volume deals with colorectal cancer, reflecting the prominence of
this particular GI malignancy in our society. Theories of carcinogenesis are reviewed
in the context of naturally occurring human disorders such as familial polyposis and
adenomatous polyps and through critical evaluation of a number of experimental
models. A major section is devoted to clinical aspects of colorectal cancer with
emphasis on new diagnostic methods as well as on treatment modalities. An excellent
chapter on "The Skin and GI Malignancy" by Marks and Shuster is an illuminating
discussion of these relationships for the non-dermatologist. Finally, the last section
outlines the present and future directions for therapy of colorectal cancer.
BARBARA K. KINDER
Department of Surgery
Yale University School ofMedicine
HUMAN GROWTH: VOL. 1, PRINCIPLES AND PRENATAL GROWTH; VOL. 2, POSTNATAL
GROWTH. By F. Falknew and J.M. Tanner. New York, Plenum Publishing Corp.,
1978. Each volume 634 pages. $35.00 each.
These two volumes are multi-authored handbooks of human growth. Volume I is
composed of21 chapters divided into four sections: developmental biology, biometri-
cal methods, genetics, and prenatal growth.Volume 2 is composed of 19 chapters in one section called postnatal growth. The
scope of this set is vast. The prenatal sections range from mechanisms of growth
control, through developmental pharmacology and biochemistry, to the genetics of
fetal growth and birth weight. Thereis even a chapter on the development ofimmune
processes. The second volume considers growth at cellular, anthropometric, and
body composition levels. Puberty is thoroughly covered and secular trends are
considered. Even growth of the skull, jaw, and teeth, an aspect usually given short
shrift, has 30 pages devoted to it. It is not clear to this reviewer why two chapters on
perinatal growth appear at the end, following adolescence.
Certainly no more authoritative pair ofeditors could be chosen than these two, and
they have selected recognized experts to write each chapter in thevolumes. There is a
wealth of normative data here, as well as critical considerations of the methods by
which those data were obtained. The books will be valuable to pediatricians,
particularly those concerned with nutrition, metabolism, and situations where
growth is abnormal. Clinical investigators involved in those fields will also find this
set extremely useful. Students and house staff physicians, though possibly finding it
too detailed to own, should have access to it in a nearby pediatric library.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments of Human Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School of Medicine
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